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CAPTATN ROBERT H. CLOSE, U, 8, NAVY

Robert Hamilton Close was born.in Mount Vernon, New York,
on March 11, 1913, son of Luclan and Hawriet (Bearcdslee) Close,
He atbended Milton School in Rye, New York, Port Chester (New
York)} figh School, and the W. L. Leonard Preparatory School for
West Point and Annapolis in New York City before his appointment
to the U, 8, Naval Academy in 1930, As a Mldshipman he pilayed
Water Polo and was a menmber of the Trident Society and Quarter-
deck Soclety. Upon graduation on May 31, 1934, he was commis-
sioned Ensign in the 7, 8, Navy and through subsequeont advance-
ment attained the rank of Capbtain, to date from January 1, 1953.

Assigned first to the USS CONCORD {CL-10), he served as a
junior watch and division officer on board that light cruiser
from July 1934 until December 1937, From January to June 1938 he
attended the Submarine School in New London, Connecticut, then
gerved successively in the USS S-30 and USS R-11 with various
duties except that of commanding officer., In July 1941 he joined
the staff of Commander Submarine Division 12, and at the oultbrsak
of World War IT in Decenber 1941 was serving as Division Engineer
and Division Operations and Gunnery Officer.

From her commissionlng in February 1942, he served as
Engineer Officer, and later Executive O0fficer of the USS GROUPER,
participating in her first five War Patrols in the Pacific, and
in the Battle of Midway and the capture and defense of Guadal-
canal, He was awarded the Bronze Star Medal, with Combat "V"
for "outstanding heroism in the line of his profession during the
Second and Third War Patrols of the USS GROUPER 1n which two large
and one medium-sized cargo ships were sunk and two medium-sigzed
cargo vessels were damaged. As Division Officer and Englneer
Officer he distinguished himself during each action by his skiill
and exemplary coolness, and rendered inestimable assigtance to

his Commanding Officer..."

In command of the USS PILOTFISH from December 1943 until
October 1, 1944, he made the first two successful War Patrols of
that new submarine, and participated in the Battle of the Philip-
pine Sea, the fourth Bonin raid, raids on the Volcano-Bonin
Tslands and Yap Island. He received a lLetter of Commendation,
with Ribbon and Combat "V" from the Commander in Chief, U. S,
Pacific Fleet, "For meritorious conduct in the performance of
his duties as Commanding Officer of the U33 PILOTFISH during the
Second War Patrol of that vessel in the Bonin Islsands Ares from
27 July to 14 Septenber 1944,,."

From Octobeor 1944 throughout the remaining months of World
War IT and until January 1946 'Captain Close served as Squadron
Operatlons Officer and Gunnery Officer on the Staff of Commander
Submarine Squadron 24,with additienal duty for part of that tine
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as Torpedo Officer, Subordinate Command, Midway. He recélved a
second Letter of Commendation, with Star and Combat "V," from the
Commander in Chilef, Pacific Fleet, for "meritorious conduct... as
Operations Officer and Torpedo and Guanery Officer” of that
squadron from October 2, 1944, until the end of hestilitiles, dur-
ing which time he contributed materially Lo the successful prose-
cution of warfare in the Pacific. : _

During January and February 1945 he assembled the crew for
the USS BAYFIELD at Treasure Island, California, then commanded
the USS TROTLUS until she was decommizsioned in June 1946, Dur-
ing the three years to follow he was a Ssamanship Instructor at
the General Line School, Newport, Rhode Island, later Monterey,
Californila. 1In July 19ﬁ9 he agssumed command of the USS COLLETT
(DD-734%), which won the Navy Unit Commendation for herolc service.
during the period 13-15 September 1950 in the Korean Area,. Under
his command, that destroyer participated in the Inchon and Wonsan.
landings, bombardment of East and West Coasts of Korea and Attack
Carrier Striking Force Cperations. .

Captain Close was awarded the Silver Star Medal for "con-
spicuous gallantry and intrepidity as Commanding Offieccr of the
USS COLLETT..." The citation states that he navigated his ship
through an enemy shore battery at close range and contributed
greatly to the success of the amphibious landings at Inchon,
Korea. He also received a Lotter of Commendation, with Star and
Combat "v," from the Commander SEVENTH Fleet, as follows:

"For meritorious service as Commanding Officer of the USS
COLLETT in support of Naval Forces cngaged 1in mine sweeping operar
tions in heavily mined waters in an ares subjected to enemy gun-
fire during the period 10 to 22 Octobsr 1950, The leadership,
force and professional competence constantly displayed by Coum-
mander Close in the performance of missions contributed directly .
to the efficient operation of his ship and the successful clearance
of minefree channels and anchorage areas off Wonsan, Korea...'

Detached from the COLLETT in September 1951, he was ordered
to the Navy Department, Washington, D. C., where he served as
Head of Complements and Allowances Branch of the Bureau of Naval
Poersonnel, and as s member of the Rating Structure Review Board.
Tn July 1953 he reported to the Waval War College, Newport, Rhode
Tsland, and upon completion of the course in June of the next
vear, assumed command of the USS FIREDRAKE (AE-14). He served in
the Joint Staff Office, Joint Chiefs of 3taff, Washington, D. C.,
from Sepbember 1955 until September 1958. He next had brief duty
a8 Director of the Interim School and Chief of the Academic Plans
Division at the Pacific Defense College, Baguio, Philippine
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That school was closed in October 1958 and he was as-

gigned temporary duty on the Joint Staff Commander in Chief, U. 3,
Pacific Fleet. Tn January 1959 he was ordered to report as Chief:
of the Navy Section, Joint U, S. Military Advisory Group, Thailand

with headguarters in Bangkok.

Taland.

Tn addition to the Silver 8tar Medal, Bronze Star Medal with
Combat "V," Commendation Ribbon with two stars and Combat Ty,
and the Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon, Captain Close has the
American Defense Service Medal with star; the American Campaign
Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with five operations stars;
World War TI Victory Medal; Navy Occupation Service Medal, Asia
Clagp; China Service Medal {extended); National Defense Service
Medal; Korean Service Medal; and United Natilons Service Medal.
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